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MEIDACenter’sPositionPaperontheLawProposalfortheHandlingofHarmfulCults–2015

TheLawProposaldefineswhatisa“HarmfulCult”,makesitanoffensetoleadaHarmfulCult,

and offers a mechanism of confiscation of property of the head of the cult. In addition, the

proposal initiatesadatabaseonHarmfulCultsandan infrastructureofmental treatment for

the victims of the Cults and their family members. Finally, the proposal makes it possible to

appoint a custodian to a person who is under the influence of a Harmful Cult. As delineated

below,itisMEIDACenter’spositionthatthislawproposalisindiscordwithcurrentacademic

research and with the positions of legislative bodies and courts in Israel and abroad, may

cause unnecessarily harm to the personal autonomy and rights of individuals, and is not

needed.

The proposal defines a Harmful Cult as a group using “methods of control over thought

processesandbehavioralpatterns”.ThisdefinitionreliesonthetheoryofMindControl,whichis

not accepted in the academic research and was rejected by legislative bodies and supreme

courts in Israel and abroad. Moreover, this concept negates the belief in the personal

autonomyandresponsibilityofindividualsandtheiraccountabilityfortheiractions(theIsraeli

SupremeCourtdealtextensivelyinthecaseofthefollowersofEliorHen).

Article6oftheproposalallowsforacustodiantobeappointedtoalegaladultwhoisunderthe

influenceofaHarmfulCult.Appointingacustodiantoa legaladultwhohaschosenfreelyto

join a group, even if a harmful one, is a disproportionate violation of individual autonomy,

withoutanyproperacademicandpsychologicalbacking.

OurpositionisthattheexistinglawsintheIsraelilegalcorpusaresufficient,andthenewlaw

isunnecessary.TheStateofIsraelhasnodifficultytoindictcultleaders,andisequippedwitha

variety of fitting criminaloffenses, as can be learned from the case ofGoel Ratzon (who was

sentencedtothirtyyearsinprison)andD.A.(sentencedtotwenty-sixyearsinprison).

Therefore,MEIDACenterrecommendsnotacceptingthelawproposalasitcurrentlystands.

We will be happy to supply further information, provide references to the legislative state of

affairs in Israel and abroad as well as to academic research on the subject, participate in

meetings,andansweranyquestion.

Cordiallyyours,

Prof.BoazHuss,Dr.RachelWerczberger,Dr.TomerPersico,Dr.AdamKlin-Oron,Dr.Marianna

Ruah-Midbar,adv.MasuaSagiv–membersoftheBoardofDirectorsofMEIDACenter.
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MEIDACenterattheVanLeerJerusalemInstitutecollectsreliableandobjectiveinformationon

contemporaryreligiousgroupsinIsrael,withtheaimofprovidingitfortheserviceoftheState’s

organsandthepublicatlarge.TheCenterisoperatedbyqualifiedresearchersinthefield,using

scientifictoolsandmaintainingstrictacademicstandards.

Forfurtherdetails:Prof.BoazHuss,Ben-GurionUniversityoftheNegev,bhuss@bgu.ac.il+972

(0)52-3757614


